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TABERNACLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Location:

Present Owner:

Present Qccupant:

Present Use:

Statement of
Significance:

3700 Chestnut Street (Southwest corner of 37th
and Chestnut Streets), Philadelphia, Philadel-
phia County, Penmsylvania,

Trustees of Tabernacle Presbyterian Church.

Tabernacle Church -~ Presbyterian and United
Chureh of Christ.

Sanctuary, church school, church office & apart-
ment. :

- The Tabernacle Church is a large Presbyterian

Church of the late ¥ineteenth Century. It was
built in the English Decorated Gothic Style and
has fine exterior sitcne details and a functionally
handsome interior. :

PART I, HISTORICAL ITNFORMATION

A, Physical History:

1. Original and subsequent owners: Jan, 31, 1884.

Grantor Grantee
John M. Van Harlingen The Trustees of the Tabernacle
& Esabella his wife, Presbyterian Church in the City

of Philadelphia (17S8-11 Recoxd
of Deed, Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania).

".econtaining in front on Chestnui Street 119 feet

4 inches and of that width along the Wesi =ide of 37th
Street in depth Southward 220 feet 2 inches to Sansom
Street formeriy called York Street.”

2. Daie of Trection: 1884-1886,

3. Architect: Theophilus Parsons Chandler, Jr. (1845-1928).
Superiniendent of Construction: Oliver Bradin.
Master Mason: Michael Scully,
Architectural Carving: William Stewart, 129 5. Thirty-
seventh St., West Philadelphia.
Carpenter: James A. Bradin.
Painting & Glass: J. (Gibson,

Heating:
Organ:

Exeter Machine Works.
Yilliam King, 107 East Church Street, Elmire, H.Y.
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furniture: Jomm Barber, 247 S. Third Street., Philadelphia.
Light Fixtures: George Fries & Co., 909 Filberi Street,
Philadelphia.

Crizinal plens, econsiruaciion, ches Congtruetion bids
indicate that the chureh was plarned for alternate
iypes of stomework and original drawiags call for the

orgsn to be placed in the chancel srchsdisre 1t now
stands rather than the balcony as first constructed.
Otherwise the exisiing church iz genersily the same as
originally planned.

tiotes on alieraticons and additicus:

Prior 1931- Organ moved to balcony cver narthex.

c. 1931 - Organ moved back to chancel arch, with new
face pipes; wooden reredos reused but moved forward
t0 house organ pipes.

1953 — tew cholr pews located to west of pulpit.

1954 ~ Hew ceramic tile flooxing in north narthex; chapel
kitchen modermized.

a, 1962 Toilet room added on Second Floor {West) of chape'.
el.

1965 - Repointing of stonework,

Tmportant old views:

a. Five exterior photographs c. 1866-1915, and two
interior photographs e¢. 1200 & 1920; property
of Presbyterian Historical Scciety, Philadelphis,
Pennsylvania.

b. Two exterior photographs c. 1886-1900, property
of Tasbernacle Presbyterian Church, Fhiladelphia,
Pennsylvania.

¢. Illustration, "Docrway in Tower of Church at
Thirty-seventh and Chestnut Sireets, Philadelphils,
Permsylvania®™, Amerdican Archiitect and pBuilding
News 11./13/1866 Plate ijo. 568, cpposite p. 231,

B. Historiesl Evenits Comected with the Structure:

1

Extract from Letter from S. ¥. Reeves (Ruling Elder,

Seeretary Building Comuittee) to Rev. MeCook 4/?8/86:

e 31/83 ot 37th & Chesinut St. bOighi (Deed did.
Jan 31. 1884)

Jan 23/8 Committee cn Plans appocinted

Apr 25/8/ Plans of bullidings adopied

May 2/84 Building Comuiitee appointed

Mey 10/84 Ground broken for Bullding operation

June 21/84 Church Broad & Penn Sguare sold

Oct 30/84 Corner Stone laid .

May 29/85 The Manse oeccupied by the Pa5uor s family. -
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Sept G/85 First Services in Chapel
(Nov 16/85 Cap stone)
June 17/86 First Services in Church

Cost of lot $35,564.86
Cost of Building $170,631.44 0

2. The Tabernacle Church was formed in 1873 by the union
of two crganizations, known as the Sixth and Seveénth
Churches. The Sixth Church was organized in the old
Stale House in 1814, and cccupied its {ine brick edifice
on Spruce Street, below Sixth, until the time of unien.

The Seventh Church was organized in 1804, first as »
Congregational Church, known: as the Independent Taber-
nacle in Ramstead Court, then as & Dulch Reformed Church
then in 1819 as the Seventh Presbyiterian Church. To 1842
the corgregation moved to the beautiful Grecian temple

at Broad Street and Penn Sguare, which the united Taber-
nacle church occupied until moving to Wesi Philadelphia.

The Pestor, Rev. Henry C. McCock, D.D., was insitalled
January 18, 1870. He was pastor of the church until
1903 and was highly instrumental in the plans of the
present church, besides being President of the American
Intomological Soclety and Viece Presgident of tle Acadeny
of Natural Sciences, and later President of the Pres-
byterian Historical Scciety. A meeting of the church
and congregation in 189¢ resulted in the Haiional
Relief Commission, which brought comfort to trocps in
the Spanish-American War.

In 1884, the membership of Tabernacle Church numbered
317. 4 peak membership of 849 was reached inl896. By
1944 ‘the membership had declined to 310 wiih the present
membership at 350 members. The church services many per-
gong of the University of Pennsylvenis community as well
as peing active in the affdirs of the Wegiminster Foun-
dation eince the 1950's. During the 1950's, the minisier
was located in a new mense in West Philadelphia, so {thai
the manse structure could be used for offices and other
activities,

C. Sources of Iuformation:

Chandler, Theophilus P., Jr. {(three original drawings), prop-
erty of Tabermacle Presbyierian Churchy 1. dated 1384
{Oct. 7) - organ chamber & altasr arch; 2. 1884 (lov. 25)-

_East elevatican, section through east wall, side elevation
of Tast Transepht; 3. 1885 (fug. 30) - Transept and gallery

A
plaas.
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Klett, Guy S., "4 History of ithe Bullding of Tabernscle
resbyterlan Church at 37ih end Chesinut Ste...”
Cetoher, 1244, a folder, Tabornacle Presbytierian
{hureh.

On £lle ot Presbyterisn Historical Scciety, iitherspoon Bldg.,

Philadelphia, Pa.:

Lelter from S, W. Reeves to Rev. MeCook of April 4, 1886,

M5 213 ~ "General Degeripiion of Architectiure!

YOpendng Services in the Yew Tabernacle Presbylerian
Chureht {newspaper clipping c. 1886),.

”Orucr of Ceremonles ot Leying of Corner-3tone of the
Moy House of Wership for Tabernacle Presbyierian Church
vee Jot. 30, 1884

"Order of Service for Dedicaticon of the Tabernacle
Presbyterisn Church...on Sabbath, May 20 A.D. ]886

"Tabernacle Presbyterian Church Vcar Book AWD. 1800,

Van Trump, Jaiqes D. “"The Goihic TFare: The Medieval Vision and
Scre Philadelphia Churches, 1860-1900% {Part 1), Char-
eite, vol. 43, no. @ (Sept. 1S63), pp. 20-27.

Wnite, Rev. vim. P., end Scottl, wWilliam H. The Presbylerisn
Chureh in Philadelphia - A Camera and Pen Sketch of Hach
Prespyterain Church and Ir-siitution in the City. Fhila-
delphia: Allen, 1895, pp. 28-31.

Prepavred by Willism B. Bassetdi,
Architectural Historisn
Naticnal Park Service
August, 1965

PART IT. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATICH

. GCenersl Statement:

1. Architectural Character: This fine late nineteenth
century siructural group has an interesting dispesition
of church, chapel and manse with highly regarded sculp-
tural deteil and church interior.

2. Condition of fabric: Good; exterior sionework being
repointed @t present time ag pert of active refurbish-
m(“ p'ﬁ"of""i"‘ajn_ .

B. Technical Description of Exterior.

1. Oversll Dimensions: Approximately £ifty feet wide (east-
to west) by over one hundred fé2% long (north t¢ south).
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Foundstions: Stone rubble and mertar, three to four
feet thick.

Wall eomstruction: Vashington granite (grey) with
Indians Limestone trim for bearing walls with staged
buttresges.

Perehes, stoops, bulkheads, cete.: Arcaded cloister
passagevay on sast between rear of church and manse
(alenz east side of chapel); pentagonal porch on west
side oI manse.

Chimeys: Four-stage sione chirmey in Tform of a pin-
nacle with crockets ai southeast corner of chapel.
Rectangular stone chimmeys on east and south walls of
monse, with datestone "1884" on east chimmey.

Openings:

a. Doorvays and doors: Indiana limestone surrounds
"gothie" oak panel doors.

. Windows and shutlers: Steined and colored glass
windows In carved snd moulded limesione frames.
Casement windows in mange. NMeCock Memorial Window,
firat bay south of {ransept on east side, by Mayer &
Co. Munich & London ("in filial memory of John McCook,
M.D., and Catherine T. Sheldon MeCook his wifei),

Roof':

a. Shape, covering: Gable with pink slate (with elip-
tical end-fish scale} shingles,

b. Cornice, eaves: Indiana limestone with double-drip
moulding graced by inscriptlons and sculpiural symbels
Zor the figures of a lion (St. Mark), z bull (St.
Luke), and an eagle (St. John).

c. Dormers, cupclas, tovers: Pinnacled northeast corner
entry and bell tower with limestone gargoyles in form
of angels ("rampant”) at three upper eorners (Horth-
east, northwest, southwest). Stone pimnacle at north-
west corner of church, An ovclagonal stone stalr tow-
er, (two stories hizh) with Gothic stone reiling and
octagonal roof, Two hipped dormers on south slope of
manse.
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C. Technical Description of Interior:

1.

Fleor Plans: The cruciform plan of the church is entered
fror the north through the bell tower on ‘the northeast
corner with a narthex across the north end of the church
with a U-shaped balcony above, Doors flenking the chan-
cel lead e rear vestibules which also service the Chap-
gl giructure south of the Church suditorium. The two-
gtory high second floor chapel ig flanked by interior
balccenies. The first floor of the chapel is 3 socisl
roon. An exterior arcade passage leads from the east rear
vestibule to the two-and-a-half story manse on raiseg
basement. The vestibule of the nmense containsg an open
newel stairvay to the second and third floors. ZEach floor
of the mense consists generally of fhree rooms wilth a bhay
windew cn the east of basement and first flcor. The main
floor of the manse originally had two parlors, dining room,
and pantry with the kitchen in the basement and bedrooms
on whe upper Hwo Llocors.

tairways:
Church: Two enclosed single-run wooden stairways (18
risers esch) from chureh narthex to chureh balcony; sccess
off of balcony through easti wall hateh to northesstern

flower ladder; cne direct run wooden staiiway down 15

rigers from narthex to basement.

Chapel: TWest wooden sccess gtairway o basement: east
yooden stalrway In stailrtower from wstibule dovm to bhase-
ment and up to foxmer church office ares and chapel.

Lisnsc:  Open newel, wocden stairway from vesiilbule of manse
to second Tloor offices and aparimeni avove,

Flooring: Church has carpeting over wooden floor; ceramic
tile in northeast and west vestibuies. :

Wall and celliing finish:

Church: Walls are white psinited plasier; ceiling of
exposed poplsr roofing with a dark browm stzined finish.
Chapel: Walls are painted plagier (generally creme color);
ceiling of exposed poplar roofing with a derk browm stained
finish. :

Manse: Valls and ceilings are painted plaster (generally’
greme color), '

Doorways and dcors:

Ghurch: Decorsted limestone trim incorporating verses
from the Seriptures with decorated poinied cak pancllied
doors. : :

Chapel: .Decorsted pointed oak panelled doorg, _
Manee: Decorated pointed oak penelled doors stained snd
varnished. :
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Trim:

Church: Balcony fazces have wooden panelling with
guatrefoils and wocden pimmacles at corners. Carved
wooden engels carrying wooden plaques grace ends of
hammer beams; ocak tongue and groove wainscoting.

Hardwere: Ornate wrought iron double door gateway at
ground-level entrance 1o the church's northeast bell
Tower.

Lighiing:

Church: FElectrical with twelve "gothic® (six-~sided)
hanging lamps in nave (replace criginal gas lamps and
latter arrengement of gingle electric light bulbs.)
Chapel and mense: Eiectrical.

Heating: Ges, forced hot air (originally coal).

Sites

1.

General setting and orientation: The West Philsdelirhis
community borders the University of Pennsylvania campus.
The gtructures fit tightly on ihe lot with the center
Line of the nave rTunning acrth to south.

Tnclogures: None,
Qutbuildings: HNone.

Walks, driveways, etc.: Concrete walk from street side-
walk on north to entry et bell fower. Concrete steps

and walk on east services east services east vestibule and
manse. Small paved avea south of chapel and west of manse.

Landscaping: A mimimal emount of lsndscaping with grass
covering unpaved areas.

Prepared by William B. Bassett
Architectural Historisn
Naticomal Paxrk Service
August, 1965



